Shenzhen

	Administration Type
	Sub-provincial city

	Area
	2020 km² (780 sq. miles)

	Population
	6.0 million (2004)

	GDP
	¥493.7 billion

	Major Nationalities
	Han Chinese

	County-level divisions
	6

	Township-level divisions
	Special Economic Zone

	Area Code
	755


The one-time fishing village of Shenzhen, singled out by late Chinese paramount leader Deng Xiaoping, was the first of the Special Economic Zones (SEZ) in China. It was originally established in 1979 due to its proximity to Hong Kong, then a prosperous British colony. The SEZ was created to be an experimental ground of capitalism in "socialism with Chinese characteristics."

The location was chosen to attract industrial investments from Hong Kong since the two places are nearby each other and share the same culture. The concept proved to be a great success, propelling the further opening up of China and continuous economic reform. Shenzhen eventually became one of the largest cities in the Pearl River Delta region, which has become one of the economic powerhouses of China as well as the largest manufacturing base in the world.
Shenzhen, formerly known as 'Bao'an County ' (宝安县), was promoted to prefecture level, directly governed by Guangdong province, in November 1979. In May 1980, Shenzhen was formally nominated as a 'special economic zone', the first one of its kind in China. It was given the right of provincial-level economic administration in November 1988.

Shenzhen is the earliest of the five special economic zones in China. Deng Xiaoping is usually credited with the opening up of economic revival in China, often epitomized with the city of Shenzhen, which profited the most from the first legacies of Deng.

--------------------------------------------------

Located in the coast of south Sea along Guangdong Province,Shenzhen covers an area of 2,020 square kilometres and owns the population of 4.05 million people. The climate here belongs to sub-tropical maritime,with the average temperature 22. Shenzhen, under the guidelines of Mr. Deng Xiaoping, became the first Special Economic Zone in China. After 20 years development, Shenzhen has established itself as one of main economic centers in China and has laid the foundation to support a new phase of further growth. The scenery attractions are characteristic of locali-zation, nature and culture. 
As an important foreign trade and international exchange port in China, Shenzhen made the brilliant achievements in the urban construction and boasts the city with a fine environment for both investment and tourism. Shenzhen has been elected as "Gardens city of State" and "the model city in environment protection". In Nov 2000, it was elected as "International Garden City" in Washington, the capital of the US. Shenzhen Special Economical Zone was establ-ished in 1979. With its rapidly development in economics, the tourism industry of Shenzhen has become bloomed. Especially in the period of eighth and ninth five-year plan and during the creation activity of best tourism city, Shenzh-en's tourism has been stepping on the road of systemization and standardization. The stage of tourism of Shenzhe-n is coming up higher and higher. And the environment of tourism industry has become consummated. In former d-ays, the tourism in Shenzhen, a small border town, she, Shenzhen special Economic Zone is a magic land. For the time being, there gave built more than 50 scenery attractions with different styles, 139 star-ranked hotels,46 travel a-gencies, and 1,000 large commercial retail networks. When you walk around this garden city, you will find her so m-uch impressive for her modern styles, appeal and panorama of views. 
Shenzhen has six districts including Luohu, Nanshan, Futian, Baoan, Longgang and Yantian, among which, Futian, Luohu, Nanshan and Yantian District are within the SSEZ. Here,we also call Shenzhen as middle area(Luohu and Futian), westarea (Nanshan), eastarea(Yantian and Longgang) so as to introduce "Travel in Shenzhen" to the frien-ds of China and abroad. We hope you will feel it convenient and comfortable during your travel. 
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